
Why do we sing???
Doxologist Intensive - Spring ‘08



towards a mission statement...



We exist to magnify the glory of 
Jesus in the hearts of the people 

we lead with music and production
to build up the church.



...magnify the glory of Jesus...



Doxa  (δόξα):  glory, glorious, honor, 
praise, dignity, worship, splendor, 
brightness, magnificence, 
excellence, preeminence, grace, 
majesty, blessedness, extol, 
celebrate, luster, renowned, 
illustrious, worth, exalted



God’s eternal glory...

• ÒAnd now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed .Ó   (John 17.5 ESV)

• ÒFather, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory  that 
you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.Ó   (John 17.24-25 ESV)



Man’s glory...

•  ÒYou made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
you have crowned him with glory  and 
honor...Ó        (Heb 2.7 ESV)

• ÒFor, ÒAll men are like grass, and all their glory is like 
the flowers of the field; the grass withers  and the 
flowers fall , Ó  (1Pet. 1:24, NIV)



Sin...



Sin...
• ÒHow you have fallen from heaven, O morning star 

(Lucifer), son of the dawn! ...You said in your heart, ÒI 
will ascend  to heaven; I will raise my throne above the 
stars of God... I will ascend above the tops of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High .Ó            (Is. 14:12-14, NIV)
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• ÒHow you have fallen from heaven, O morning star 

(Lucifer), son of the dawn! ...You said in your heart, ÒI 
will ascend  to heaven; I will raise my throne above the 
stars of God... I will ascend above the tops of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High .Ó            (Is. 14:12-14, NIV)

• ÒBut the serpent said to the woman, ÒYou will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God , knowing good 
and evil.ÓÓ       (Gen 3.4-5 ESV)
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Idolatry...
• ÒFor although they knew God, they did not honor  ( !"#$ ) 

him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory  of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles.Ó     (Rom 1.21-23 ESV)



Idolatry...
• ÒFor although they knew God, they did not honor  ( !"#$ ) 

him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory  of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles.Ó     (Rom 1.21-23 ESV)

• Ò...they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped  and served  the creature  rather than the 
Creator , who is blessed forever! Amen.Ó (Rom 1.25 ESV)
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Glory of Jesus...
• ÒAnd the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father , full of grace and truth. Ó (John 1.14-15 ESV)

• ÒHe is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint  of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power.Ó   (Heb 1.3 ESV)

• Ò For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all 
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory , should 
make the founder of their salvation perfect through 
suffering .Ó  (Heb 2.10 ESV)
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More glory of Jesus...

• Ò  ÒNow is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 
ÔFather, save me from this hourÕ? But for this purpose I 
have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name .ÓÓ   (John 12.27-28 ESV)



More glory of Jesus...

• Ò  ÒNow is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 
ÔFather, save me from this hourÕ? But for this purpose I 
have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name .ÓÓ   (John 12.27-28 ESV)

• ÒWe were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father , we too might walk in 
newness of life.Ó   (Rom 6.4 ESV)
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Our response...
• ...for you were bought with a price. So glorify  ( !"#$ ) 

God in your body.Ó   (1Cor 6.20 ESV)

• ÒSo, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God .Ó   (1Cor 10.31 ESV)

• Ò  And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has 
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light , and its lamp  is the 
Lamb .Ó            (Rev 21.22-23 ESV)



It appears that all that is ever spoken of in the 
Scripture as an ultimate end of God’s works is 
included in that one phrase, the glory of God.

Johnathan Edwards - The End for Which God Created the World 



ÒAnd even if our gospel is veiled , it is veiled only to those 
who are perishing. In their case the god of this world  has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing  the light  of the gospel  of the glory  of Christ , who is 
the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves , 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants 
for JesusÕ sake. For God, who said, ÒLet light shine out of 
darkness,Ó has shone in our hearts  to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.Ó
(2Cor 4.3-6 ESV)



...in the hearts...



ÒNow the Lord ( Jesus) is the Spirit ( unity), 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom . And we all, with unveiled face , 
beholding  ( reflecting) the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed  into the same image  
from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit . Ó

                 (2Cor 3.17-18 ESV)
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How does this work???

• we open the word and, by the Spirit, we see/behold God’s glory

• we reflect His glory back to Him 

• we are transformed by the Spirit to look more and more like Jesus

• the extent to which we are influenced by the Spirit is the extent we 
have freedom

• we should be affected to the very core - heart



God is glorified in his people by the way we 
experience him, not merely by the way we think 
about him.  Indeed the devil thinks more true 

thoughts about God in one day that a saint does in a 
lifetime, and God is not honored by it.  The problem 

with the devil is not his theology, but his desires.

John PIper - When I Don’t Desire God 
(p. 30)



Oh how easy it is to think we are what we ought to 
be when the emotions are made peripheral.  Mere 
thoughts and mere deeds are manageable by the 

carnal heart.

John PIper - When I Don’t Desire God 
(p. 31)



Scripture commands that we 
respond to God’s glory with the 

full range of both inward and 
outward expression!!!



God’s glory moves us!!!
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God’s glory moves us!!!

• found 26 commands for Joy alone

• 14 of which from Psalms - every one linked with shout or sing

• numerous commands to laugh, weep, hate, rejoice, fear, hope, desire, 
love, compassion, be angry & zealous as well as shout, sing, dance, cry, 
raise hands, bow knees and many more...

• this is only possible through the Spirit



If we are not moved we have...



If we are not moved we have...

• failed to truly behold (see) and apprehend (perceive) the glory of God
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If we are not moved we have...

• failed to truly behold (see) and apprehend (perceive) the glory of God

• pridefully suppressed how the Spirit would affect us

• C.S. Lewis - Transposition - Weight of Glory
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...magnify the glory of Jesus in the 
hearts...

• we see God’s glory in the word by the Spirit

• we reflect His glory back to him

• we are transformed and moved with the full range of expression

• through the Spirit our finite expression is filled with new meaning
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...of the people...

• we discern an appropriate response to God’s glory for a particular 
people

• receive, reject and redeem 

• we use the things of the world but to the glory of God rather than 
ourselves



...we lead...



...with music & production...



The duty of singing praises to God seems to be 
given wholly to excite and express religious 

affections.  There is no other reason why we should 
express ourselves to God in verse rather than in 

prose and with music, except that these things have 
a tendency to move our affections.

Jonathan Edwards - Religious Affections 
(part 1, point 9)
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...music and production...

• not worshipped and served as an end in themselves

• nor avoided as an enemy

• rather used as helpful servants to reflect the glory of Jesus

• M & P are useful only to the extent they can magnify the glory of God

• quality, style, art and creativity have great value as long as they are 
used in their proper perspective, empowered by the Spirit and in 
submission to biblically qualified elders



We should be both inwardly and 
visibly moved and affected by the 

Spirit when we sing...



...to build up the church.



“But if... an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is 
convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the 

secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his 
face, he will worship God and declare that God is really 

among you.”
(1Cor 14.24-25 ESV)
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... to build up the church...

• salvation of souls

• regeneration of hearts with an appetite for God’s glory

• sanctification and ongoing transformation of all to the image of Jesus

• that MHC would be marked by such a profound reflection of the glory 
of God that all who encounter us would exclaim, “God is really among 
you.”



Q & A
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The Psalms...

• uniquely represent the full range of human expression to the glory of 
God

• taken as a whole they force us to deal with things we would rather 
avoid

• end of April we will launch a weekly series on Doxologist

• encourage all of you to participate in your bands and teams


